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The Conservation section of the | nternational Biological Programme plans to collect
information about national parks, nature reserves and other areas of scientific
importance throughout the world, as an essential step towards establishing the
necessary scientific basis for a comprehensive world programme of preservation
and safeguarding areas of biological or physiographical importance. This informa-
tion will be collected on a standard Check Sheet.

This Guide is primarily intended to assist surveyors. It describes the aims and
operation of the survey and guides surveyors in the selection of sites and comple-
tion of check sheets. But it is also of wider interest, for the theoretical and practical
problems of this kind of survey it discusses, and presents a Classification of
vegetation specially revised by F. R. Fosberg for IBP use.
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International Biological Programme Handbooks

The IBP Handbook series has been planned to provide up-to-date guidance for
biologists participating in this world programme. Some volumes deal with a whole
section of IBP, others with comparatively narrow branches of the. programme:
The methods described are not agreed but rather recommended for the purposes
of IBP, usually after a series of international consultations: they provide some
guarantee that the results obtained by their use all over the world will be comparable.

Some of the Handbooks have been written by individual scientists who have
consulted other specialists in the process of drafting; others contain chapters
written by a number of different specialists under the guidance of a general editor.
It is expected that revised and more definitive editions of several of them will be
called for before the conclusion of IBP in 1972, and that they will be useful to
biologists for many years thereafter.

Other IBP Handbooks Published and in Preparation

Handbook No. 2: Methods for Estimating the Primary Production of Forests:
P. J. Newbould. 1967. 72 pages, 6 illustrations. 7s. 6d.
Handbook No. 3: Methods for Assessment of Fish Production in Fresh Waters:
Edited by W. E. Ricker Ph.D. Spring 1968. 320 pages, 65 illustrations. About 42s,
Handbook No. 5: Methods for Chemical Analysis of Freshwater (including an
appendix on chemical methods in brackish and turbid waters): H. Golterman
and R. S. Clymo. Spring 1968. 204 pages, 30 illustrations. About 22s. 6d.
Practical Guide to the Study of Productivity in Large Herbivores :
H. K. Buechner and F. Golley
Methods for Estimating the Primary Production of Grasslands, Arid Lands and Dwarf
Shrublands : R. E. Hughes, C. Milner, R. O. Slatyer and C. H. Gimingham
Methods for Assessment of Primary Productivity in Freshwaters :
R. Vollenweider
Methods for Assessment of Secondary Productivity in Freshwaters :
W. T. Edmonson
Methods for the Human Adaptability Projects: J. S. Weiner
Methods for the Aphid Project: M. J. Way
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