TRIBAL ORGANIZATION IN EASTERN ARNHEM 1AND
By T THEODOR WERR:

Instance would appear to be consciously artificial.

The two moieties nto which the aboriginal society is divided
are known as Yiritcha and Dua respectively, and these names are
used without vanmation throughout the area indicated. Each horde
1s exclusively Yintcha or Dua, as the case may be, and every man
obtamns his wife from some other horde of the Opposite mojety.

The two moieties are divided into eight subsections, four
Yiritcha and foyur Dua, and the prevailing form of totemism includes
the definite relationship of alj members, both male and female, of
each subsection (marik), with some Particular bird or animal, which
18 known by the mdividua] ag his or her dgugoin. These dzugoin
have, as far as | am able to discover, no association with totem centres,
Every member of the same subsection possesses the same dzuyoin,
irrespective of the horde to which he belongs,
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The eight subsections, with their totems, are a5 follows :

Subsections, Totems,
Male Female
(Yiritcha)
Ngarit Ngaritjan Rearvt [umbey yorowaraw? (slender-limbed kangarog),
Bulain Bulaindj me tout-] bed kangaroo).
Kaijark onitjm‘Ilm -hrk{in (fork-tailed h(tse i, !
- H”?ﬁ?’!’*.qﬂsﬂ ‘%‘I?Gk lizard)
Bangardi Bangaritjan {lﬂﬁm (emu). ;
Bunhnga}u} Kalian errti (agile wallab )
w e
d;elﬁsn?s’ijna.nu wa%lrln.by).
Balang Bilindjan damala (white-breasted sea-eagle)
Kam Kumandjan karmarug ( tailed eagle)
Warmut armutjan gy % buzzard)
-nosed

The regular system of marriage between the subsections, with
the subsections of the offapn‘ng, is as follows :—
Yiritcha man, Dua woman, Yiritcha children,
Male. Female.
Ngarit Bilindjan Bangardj Bangaritjan
Kalian Kaijark Koitjan
Bulain Kalian Kaijark Koitjan
: Bilindjan Bangardi aritjan
Kaijark Warmutjan Ngarit Ngaritjan
Kummdjm Bulain Bulaindjan
Bangardi Kumandjan Bulain Bulaindjan
Warmutjan Ngarit Ngaritdjan
Dua man, Yiritcha woman Dua children,
Male, Female.
Buralang Bulaindjan Warmut Warmutjan
Ngaritj K Kumandjan
Balang Ngaritjan Kt'rmarung Kumandjan
Bulaindjan Warmut Warmutjan
H-ﬁmm-ung aritjan Buralang Kalian
Koit Balang Bilindjan
Warmut Koitjan Balang Bilindjan
Bangaritjan Buralang Kalian
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woman, but may marry a Ngaritjan woman, and so on,

The chief ceremonial object is called muraian, and each horde
possesses a number. These are, in the vast majority of ca
representations of (a) utensils, such as digging sticks (bart S4), dilly-
bags (ba#ti), clubs (balata), etc., supposed to have been used by
mythological ancestors » (8) natural species associated in legend
with these ancestors ; (¢) these mythological ancestors themselves
or certain of their physical organs. These muraian would, I suppose,
be termed ceremonia] totems, though it seems an abuse of the term
S0 to apply it. Muraian is the common “ outside *’ name for these
objects, while the ceremonial or ““ inside *’ name js ragga. Muraian
s, on rare occasions, used to indicate anything sacred or tabu, but
correctly the term applies only to these particular objects, the
general term for sacred being yarin. Thus the muraian or rapga is
yarin.
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locétion, speak the same dialect, and so are called by the same name,
/A Kopapingo horde js also found in the Waurambirrpirr mal; This

Separated, speak the same dialect and so are called by the same name,
In the case of the Kukau-urrta and Murangarrpiarg it would appear
that the horde IS co-extensive with the malg. Though these mala
are both small, jt may be that in each case there are more thap one
horde which Speak the same dialect and adjoin each other in location.

A number of the hordes have, in addition to the dialect narne,
a local Community name also, ¢.8., Malau-ulmurrk is the local name
of the Lamumiri- peaking horde of the Murngin maia. As these local
names are rarely if ever ysed by a man when Speaking of his own
horde, closer investigation over the whole area ay reveal that they
are possessed by all the hordes.

Though I have been resident among these people for the past
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